fight between two pegroes.

| tohakier” on a perfeet equality with

the Chootaw country below Fort

"Taking it all together the first thiog

. novigable to the DMississipph

% the country is suffering for rain. The
' Fourth as 1 came through snd it was

. ons, very black, very sleek and fat

. Waters on & train transefer boat, and

2 2 2 L5 3 T
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Mr. George \'l_llm Visits the
Historic Od City,

COMPARES NATCHEZ WITH OUR ary.

Thought he was In a Hold-up—Sees

————

Narcnsz Miss , July 7, 19002,

Enrost INTELLIGENCER:—Leaving
Kansas Oty at 10 p. m. by the Pors
Arthur route I wiked with dayllght
enough to see our thriviog 2ine pity
of Joplin, From there to the Arkao-
san line and (n vorthwest Arkansas
there I8 sume pretly eountry with

fine springs. Arkansasis the womun's
rights state—whore the women exer-
eise thelr natural right to “chaw

the men, The road swings over into
Smith on account of hills, and there
I8 wmuch good valley land there
belonging to Indinns, Lot tilled by
whites, Everything looks well down
o the promisiog city of Shreveport.
In passing through the corser of
Texas, before getting Into Texorkann,
there was some éxcltement forward,
and 2 drunken pastenger holdlng toa
jever cut the alr brake connection us
ibhe citr Jurched und he swuog to ik

L thought. of wius & hold.up, so I
opeopd my grip quickly and got
ready that article that is sometimes
80 badly peeded In Texas, for in early
times ou the U, P, we invenled a way
of using them in a crowded ear with-
out endapgering the lives of passen-
gers. But it turned out to be the
ponductor and brakeman quelliog a
They
voued one, a noted desperade, hand
and foot and cast him-—not Into the
outer darkness—but into the baggage
ear and gave him to the oMoers.

The Bed River from Shreveport Is
By
rsil directly east to Rayville in Louls:
isoy, and from Rayville south to
Natchezon o Missourl Paelfio branch

gom is practically ruined and cotton
In daoger. It was the glorloos

genernlly observed by whites and
blucks. The latier were very numer-

and Jjolly, lanughing und enjoying
themselves, well dressed and with
good bebavior and little or nc rowdy-
Ism. Onoe would not koow that they
are grosoing under the grievous
oppression. of the whiles as the
omtors of the tory (formerly repub.
lieau) party tell us.

We eross the mighty Father of

1 do pot see why the Santa Fe can
not do the same av Lexington, It
would please Commodore Pik Davis
and Réar Adwiral Frank Krieha to
see the loug transfer barges bandled
by & tog st the stern with her bow
pushing. mewm
‘ing oraft in the Natehez navy,

mnammwmm

come down with thelr fiag ship, the
Ariel, (“named for some one of
Duriat’s aposties” as Bob Cuesney
sid). the story of Santiagu winld be
st in the sbade, Natolr réwlnds
it llhulm'imu

tiver, an wdvautage Lesiogton bos
Joat. :

There Is a federnl cometery here,
. the blufs out of town, most bapd-
somely laid oot and the superinten-
dent, Capt. Taylor from Illinols,
coprteously showed me over Ii
Joining It Is the town cemetery In
some old and neglected corner of it
les the dust of my father's unele.
have the last leter thay my father
#ver got from bis vwn father, coming
1o him whea a cadet at, West Polnt,
\and openlog with the news of the
deuth of *‘your uncle Charlie Wilson
of yellow fever at Natches, Mlss."
No doubt my grandfatber congratula-
ted himsilt on' belng safe in the
salubrious elimate of Ohlo, with hig
yuutg and energetie helpmeet and
his children blooming sround him,

bat It wis only a month later thit |

one morning he went w his office,
after the usunl kisses for wife and
ehllidren, and before noon fell dead at
his desk from apoploxy, When tho
“Grim Reaper'' resches for us circum-
stances matter liLtle.

Our state is bound o Natchez by
the sublime puetry of Mr, Chamber-
luin's spy; Lord Joho, ay, whose
bero, Jim Bludso, had

“One wife at Natehezunder the-hill
And another one here in Pike,''

That part of Natchez stili exists.

lee tactories and electric fans are
doing mueh for vhe south. But not-
withstanding all they ows to selence
the southerners won't go back on
raligion. Sunday the town is ghut up,
you can't get a soda—hardly, The
men considerately shot themselves up
In clubs and thus the ladles can be
quietly devoled to church undis-
turbed. And there's a whole lot of
large, splendid-looking women In the
south.

It wns the southern whites who
only wanted to be let alone In
In 1R61; now if the meddlers will just
1ot the negroes alone all will be well,
for vowbere in the world have they
such chances as here in the cottom
stabess  Railroad rales are bigh, ser.
vice just falr, Hotel rates much
higher than with us for the game
qualily of accommodation. ‘The
south I3 ‘getting awny' with the
far west as 4 bhome fOr new comers.
The true financial system would muke
It the best busipess section In the
uoion. G. W.

Cutting Serape in Bay County.

Two men, Hugh Caloway and * Doe®
Johnson, were moving a house on
Capt. Rankin’s place, ab the end of
the rallrond, meross vhe river from
Lexlogton, Monduy, Both men had
been drinking freely and flually began
n game of eraps. A dispute followed,
ending In a light, lo wolch Caloway
was out In several places and Johnsun
bruised copsiderably. Jobnson then
went 10 the ferry boat and while on
bourd Joe O_llom}r, fatver of Hogh,
assaulted him, Johosen drew his
knife and siashed Caloway across the
abdomen before the créw Interfered.
The out was about slt Inches Jong
and very deep, the bowels belog
severed in four plases, resuiting in (he
death of Caloway Thursday evening.
Johoson immediately fled, but was

|eaught about two o'clock nest morn-

Ing at his home, about a mile below
uhe ferry l.mdln.. on the Ray oounty
llda. He was tﬁmﬁo Richmond and
18 now in jail there. -

At the last meeting of the clty
countll un ordinance was passed to
wcm fur. compelling property-

M sidewalks. We do oon Know
‘whether 1he ordinanco can be enfore-

ol adarmt but we hops U Is In sueh
'--Imwm It oan be enforced.  Aere-

paopeuhy-nwnm Lave paid no
t tu_o:ﬂun from 1he cotingil

. n{:;a Wim thas he 'euw:{ for

A BIG STORY ABOUT “COIN' GOLD.

Narrative of Robbers' Cave in Benton County, as H. E.
Steegman Tells It.

HOW DID THIS

GOLD GET TO BE

“COIN?"

Three Wealthy Men Killed by Indians and Their Gold
Hidden in a Cave.

Heary C. Steegman, foreran ol the
mives at Raymound, Beantoo county,
which are operated by George R.
Raymond, of Sedalla, was in thay
elty recently and related to a Demo-
orat reporier an Interesting story con-
cerning some Spanlsh gold which Is
supposed 1o be hidden o & cave near
Lincoln, Benton eounty.

The ecave In question is known as
“ Robbers' Cave'' and bas been visited
by many Sedalians while on fishiog
and bunting excursions., Mr. Steeg-
man was told the story of the gold by
an old farmer who 13 & resident of the
connty, and Immedintely headed a
party Insearch of the hidden Ureasure,
Although they succeeded In floding
the ‘“sigos’ as Indlcated ln the
legend, they were uoable Lo locate the
gold.

There are two caves known nas
“Robbers' Cave.'' Ooe of them s a
few miles from Lincoln, on the binks
of Cole, Camp creek, and I8 famous as
a camping ground, The other I8
found by following the stream until
almost la sight of the Osage river,
when a biuff rises. By taking a skiif
god rowiog arpund the face of the
blull the entrauce Lo bhe second cave
can be seen; balf way up the wall'of
rook. To obtain an eotrance it I8
necessiry o elimb- slippery roeks,
with but slight footholds, wheo the
explorer finds himself inslde u long
but onerow rift, This s the original
HRobbers' Cave,” made fawous by
the exploits of the Smith brothers
during the war, and thé one arvuod
which the bhidden treasoré logends
cling.

The cave is inaccessible except from
the whtar or by swinging over the
top of the elifl with & rope.

Tue story told by the farmer 1o Mr.
Siee gman s a thrilling one and full
uf Interest,

The farm on which the narrator
llves is near vhe eave. Toere were
nomercus  Indian graves on  his
place, which he or his soos hud dug
up at varlous lelsare imes thirough
varlosity. They had obtalned Indlan
arrow beads stooe tomahawks, uten-
slls, beads wadé of teeth and various
other things, but placed oo great
villue upon them. While opeatng one
of the graves a larger arrow head
than usual was discovered, on which
was carved a triangle within which
were three dots,

The farmer, konowiog nothlog of
Indian lore, did oot attach any lm-
portance (o the carving, dud vever
mude an attempt to find out what the
slgns meant. He placed the iarge
arrow head with the others and
preserved It becanse he hud nothing
better to do with 1t

Doe day uneof the farmer's smaller
gons cama running into the house and
exoitedly ‘told his father that an
Indian was in the fleid and was
digging lo a grave. The father went
oub t Investigate, though be didn’t
purticuiarly care if the Indian amused
bimsell digging, providing be was
peacedble and law-abiding.

The Iodian sesmed to hava traveled
far. He pald no artention to the
[farmer as he cawe up until he was
spokén’ 1o, Theo he arose from his
work,  He was able to speak Boglish

Hliig:m and we ave |aod m owoer of mm asked him

ed with hlm for mum e Lodian

haps learn somethiog about the
pecullar markings.

The whisky had some affect, but a
sight of the arrow head had more,
The Indian led the farmer away from
hi§ two boys and offered that if he
wuuld give him the srrow nead he
would show him where he oould
find some hidden gold, and a great
deal of It

He told him tbhat his tribe formerly
roamed over the country of which
Beuton conosty 18 now a part, and
that it was a legend of the tribe that
long years agu, lo the Wme of hiy
grandfathers many years buck, three
white men, the first that the tribe
had ever seen, bad come among them,
bringing much of the yellow metsl,
They had been members of au ox-
ploring party which tad come io the
eountry—Iit I8 presumed they were
members of DeSoto's expedition which
topohed in Southern Missourl. The
three bad done some erime and had
theo stoleo the gold and escaped
from the party ta make their bome
among the Indiaps until they conld
find thelr way bsck. The had wan-
dered untll they reached the Indluns
on the Osage, who received them
very kindly aod let them live among
them. Butthe pale.faces stirred up
strife and proved themselves unworthy
of the bospitality bestowed upon
them. The result was that the
Indlags decided that the gold was the
distuding slement,
kil the three men. This they did

and carried thelr bodies 1o n Seoret
recess of the “‘Robbers’ Cave,"" wheré

they left the gold piled beside them.

The farmer was perfectly willing to
part with the arrow head if he could
oxohmnge 1t for gold, und the Indiao
Tead the way to the *'Rotbers’ Cave "
A boat was always kept oear Lhe
biuff, for fishiog I excellent at the
mouth of the Cole Camp, nod |t was
used for that purpose. With the
Indlan he climbed joto the boat nad
rowed around 1o the cave, then both

climbed up the slippery rocks Lo the
interior.

The Indian went back a short dis-
tance, rolled away a stone which
seemed a part of the wall, and show-
od an opening Into whioh he bade bis
companion to enter. The white muo
wiis cautious and motioned the
Todlsn fo first, then followed. The
interor was dimly lighted, but he
saw that 1t was small. He guzed
around the chamber aod his eyes
soon became ncoustomedy to the sewi-
darkness, Then he beleld a sight
that ehilled him, Three skeletons
were Iylog oo the floor of the chamber
beside a plie of gold colns.

Involuntarlly he gave a ory and
the savige unsheathed & Kkoife aod
started toward him. Hehad evident-
1y enticed the farmer to the cave
with the Inteation of killing him and
taking the arrow head.

The farmer was unarmad, and
bolog thus defenseless he started
toward the opening. He escaped
before the Indian cuuid remch him
and swung down the rocks. The
Indian walted lung enough to close
the ownlng and fullowed, hut the
flesing man had pushed the boat
awiy and was rowieg for the baok,
The Indian slipped Into the waler
aud swam after bim -

The tormer gained the shore and,
wwklng ao gar from the rowiook,
walted for the redman to land

He  thought that the savage
ould - cartainly fot  contimie hls
attack, bat the Indian hud oo inten-
ton M wiving up  He serumbled up
- und agsin chareed on the
B, who walted until e come
8 then gave B & smashiog
Ih}' hﬂa] whioh' falied him.
o nevar sequiued conseious-
-ﬁ buried vear the olld,
ﬂu,mhm
-wuua w lhn

and decided 10

ke —— —

feside of the rock removed from the
openiog & triangle through which
were throe stralght lnes. Afterward
he searched every nook and ermnny
of the cave, but never copld he dis
cover where Lhe opening was,

Tune party, of which Mr. Bteeg-
mun was a member, discovered a
shicilar sign on the wall of the cave,
but Ehere wis no openiog back of I

Several parties are reported to have
made searches, but all efforts to fnd
the gold have beeo unrewarded with
ACCess,

A Good Thing for Lexington.
Mr. E Hoffman, who has for two

three years been boring for
water for an fce plant, hos at’ last
completed & well about one thonsand
feet deep, which be thioks will sup-
ply oll the water he needs. The well
has & capacity of 60 gallons every
minute without decreasing the water
I the well,

It was soon discovered that this
well wis stroogly Impregoated with
sulphur and salt. Ouwr people bave
taken many Lrips o the well, and
have drank freely of the ocool water,
Some of our business men have been
keeplng the water in thelr offfees, and
the IsTrLLicexcer has kept & sup-
ply far all visitors, We are satlsiled
that the water (s 4 valuable discov-
ery, aad we belleve it superior to the
Excelgior Springs water, Mr. Hofl-
man has seol samples of the water
away for analysis,

Mr. Wm. H, Clilles, who has for »
long time bovn using Blue Lick water,
says the Holfman well 1% not quite so
stroog In sulphur, but Is a little
strooger (n salt than the Blue Lick
water. He feels certain that the use
of this bome water will prove benefic-
Ial Lo dyspeptics and sedentary people.

We have drank from all the springs
around Sweel Springs and MacAlister,
and we found no water as. pleasant to
the toste as the Hoffman well water.
Lt is about as strong in sulphur as the

or
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A Vivid Rcmﬂtctlu
Times.

INTERESTING TALK BY OLD CITIZEN.

————e

of Olden

{ The First Colored Woman (o be Hung

in Clsy County.

The foilowlog recollections of an
old eitizon, from the Exeelsior Springs
Standard, will doubtless recall many
valunble bits of history by old eitizens
These sketches should be preserved,
They grow valpable with age:

It was the good lortune of the
Standard man o engnge in ao Inter-
e¢sting conversation with one of Ex-
celsior Springs’ best posted ploneers,
Uncle Jimmle Cravens, who readily
recalls the many Ing¢ldents cecurring
in Clay and Bay counlles from the

|¢-ar1y days Jn 1820—and Is specially

famillar with the story of the trag-
edles that took place In the vielnity
of that beautiful and well Enown spot
—Tryst Fally, stmetimes culled Na-
dioe Falls, belog so-called alter & falr
Indian girl, who took a particular
part ina romanee thereabouts at an
early date,

Aceording to Mr Cravens, one
Charles Prior, during the early part
of 1828, resided & foew miles over In
Ray county on the firm now owned
by Jobn Isley. As was the custom
at that diuy Prior possessed u greab
many slaves, and from this bunch
came o blg, black, keen-eyed negress,
who touk the chief part in a series of
territle tragedies. BShe had a manla
for killing children, end in salisfyiog
her murderous desires, first Look ons
of hor master's eilldren and want out
strawberry hunting, which was indeed

black sulphur spriog, dand carries
enough salt to relieve the sulphur
taste, which |s unpleasant 1o mnoy
people. We would be glud see a pub.
lie drinking fountain erected near the
public square, aod supplied with
water from this well. We bellave
the general health of the efty would
be improved.

A Card,

In our sorrow and loneliness, at the
death of our desar wife and mother,
we see and feel that we are not alooe.
We have Him to comfort us who is
the giver of all good, and we have
those who koew and loved ber hiereo.
How kind tbe people ot Lexington,
BatesUity and county in geveral have
been to us In this, our sud bereave~
ment. They have lightoned our
sorrows by thelr sympathetie expres-
sions and tender cares; they have dooe
more! they have made us better by
thelr goodness to her before golog to
Texas; their kindoess to the family
whilst she was away and the tender
manver io which they lald her to
rest, as well as thelr afler thovght-
fuloess of us. Betler nelghbors, truer
friendd or more sympathetic people
oo one could ask. We do truly thank
you, one and all, for your many acts
of Kindness, fur your sympathy and
for 1tie mony  tokens of love and
feapioh piaced upon our dear ooe's
grave. May God bless you.

Thankfully,
Gk, W. BATES AND (HILDREN,

Road Menting.

Thera was & culled mooting of vhe
citizens of Lexingion lust night at
the court house Lo recelve the report
of the commitire appoioted at a
previous meeting Lo survey Lhe pru-
posetl changes In route of the Wei-
Hogtoo roud. Mr. J. B Moorchead,
chairmun of the commitiee, repurted
that a» prictioable route had beeo
found and surveyed, the proper papers
drawn up, and novlces psted. He
Slated farther thut nearly ail of the
1and dwners alook the propused road
{ wou'd give the right-of-way willlngly,
Phe enmmitiee wis continued to walt
upan the © unby eourtun its August
session, nnd wonligetion wis tukea 1a
l'lefm the exponses of the survey.

[ The show 1eut of Npedden & Paige
Ivﬂ] be pitchod in the vacant lot aar
W, 8 Carver's luwber yurd.  The
company will show here the first

a splendld, pretepe,  The -negress
returned late In the evening without
the child and upon being questioned
clalmed she badn't been with It and
koew nothing of her, and as quesr s8
It seoms she wits not suspected at all
—a brutitl murderess enjoyed the cou-
fideoce of o lenlent master, Upon
searchlng for “the lost child,” she
wos foind in & path penetrating
deovse thicket, laylng on her side a
Httle corpse.  She was buried at New
Garden, velog the firsl person ever
liatd to rest In that beaatiful grave-
yiard. Then sometime afterwards a
negreis  with a four-year-old child
came to the Prior farm. BShe had
beea there but & short time when the
inhuman wretch to whom we have
alloded, took this little ehild aod
drowned it In Gum Spring, which is
still in existence, To cover the deed
from the “optics of justica'' gha re-
turned and warned the “black
mammy*'' that her child might gt
drowded, telling her that she had
seen |t wandering In the direction of
the spring. Ionately, the mother has-
teped Lo the spring where she found
It lfeless. As bufore the murderess
eseaped susplelous and lved to do
more harm,

In 1829 Prior moved to Olay counly,
near Tryst Falls. The fawmily had
only lived fo thelr new abode a shors
time when the climax of the old crea-
ture's curcer was duly reiched—when
she asccomplished ber most atroclous
crime. It was on ‘‘wash day,’ she
wis washing clothes on the banks of
Tryst Falls, two of Prior's oblidren
andone of berowi were playlog on
an adjnoent overhanging rock. Tie
geenery was unique, the opportunity
goldon, and the devil vear. All was
sUll and seemingly =orene when tbe
witsh womnn with flendish  delivhs
caught vwo of Lthe children aod threw
them 1nto the poo! below  whore they

drowned.  One oblld of Prior's Ned 10
a nelgbboring housa, but belog too
pudly frighteped eould pon tell whas

she find bebeld.  The negress arrived
and told them that the enild bad ran
away and (s motker had sent her to
look for 6. It wasu fruit<bewt in
flsehood,  The “white folks tul
Ulie poor ebild to obey the Swenet,
She st ralghbway carried the cuild to
Trest Fals spd droweed (0 i the
sume poo’.  The clrenmrances were

uaraveled, sho wis aceusd, wud con-

fessed Killing the five chlidren—Uwo
in R and three in Gy, She was

.murd taken Lo Liberty snd bung
by Shub ol Allen, then snerif,n wagon

being used uue-mam Sl s the
finsk colored person hung {0 Qlay

thteu!;hhnt mmk

eounty. This was i 1826,
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